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co-ordinated^ in the sense of being all alike primitive data of
feeling} yet also subordinated^ one to another, so far as the
eye of the seer is pleased with them in different degrees.
Extend this experience, familiar to us m each field of
primitive function, to a wider range. Suppose that some
common quality permeated the objects of our now separ-
ated senses, and that, to meet this addition, we were
provided with a coriesponding susceptibility to it, the
'piovinces' would cease to be wholly distinct: a thread of
possible comparison and gradation would run thioughout;
and with the prior co-ordination would be combined a new
subordination opened up to us through the fresh suscepti-
bility. Nor is this a mere imaginary case, as every
hedonist must allow. For what is thepleasurableness attach-
ing to all the instinctive impulses and perceptions but
precisely the supposed common quality pervading them
and caused by their objects? And if anything is uni-
versally granted to be an original endowment of our nature,
it is the capacity for having and for estimating pleasure
and pain. With this position on the line of primitive data,
the scale of degrees which it establishes among pleasurable
things is not held to be inconsistent.

An appreciation, therefore, of a universal quality in ob-
jects which affect our consciousness may be immediate and
intuitive. It is not necessary to shut up an instinct in this
or that back parlour or front bedroom of our nature: it
may be very proper for some of its kind to be content with
such lodgings; but this need not hinder others from having
the range of the whole house; which else, in fact, would
hardly be kept as clean and bright as we could wish. The
field of conscience is certainly not an enclosed compart-
ment of human character and life, but its whole area and
contents. Its objects are no isolated things, or acts, or
passions, but a certain quality and system of relations
belonging to them all upon tneir inner side, i. e. especially
attaching to the internal springs of our own character and
life. * It is the quality of relative Right. Being really there,